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Last month I was given a demonstra-
tion of the new Windows Office/Home 
Server - most impressive! Even though it 
is called an “Office/Home” server it could 
easily be used for a small office. Here is a 
shortened version of what it has to offer. 
Read on…I think you will like what you 
read.

Windows Office/Home Server Power 
Pack 1 was released on 20 July 2008. 
Some of the features are:

Computers backed up daily, 
automatically 
Windows Office/Home Server helps you 
keep your important files safe by auto-
matically making an image-based daily 
backup of every computer on your net-
work (up to 10). Your files and folders are 
duplicated across multiple hard drives, so 
even if one hard drive fails, you can still 
recover all your data.

With Windows Office/Home Server, you 
can bring back individual files or folders 
for an Office or Home computer. You can 
even rescue a PC that's had an unfortunate 
accident because Windows Office/Home 
Server makes a copy of the entire contents 
of your Office/Home computer hard drive. 
Your computers stay healthy with Office/
Home network health monitoring. You can 
see the exact condition of the computers 
in your Office/Home and make sure anti-
virus and other protection software is up-

to-date. Windows Office/Home Server sits 
behind your firewall and has strong pass-
word controls to help secure your Office/
Home network. You decide who sees 
what, so you can share what you want and 
keep the rest private.

Digital multimedia stored and 
organized in a central location 
With Windows Office/Home Server you 
can store all your data, photos, movies, 
and more in a central location that can 
be accessed from any computer on your 
Office/Home network. And Windows 
Office/Home Server uses a familiar inter-
face that integrates with all your family's 
Office/Home PCs, making it even easier 
to find digital media.

Everyone in the office can create and 
access shared folders of data, photos, 
music, and movies from any computer in 
your network. 

Complete access to files from 
both inside and outside the 
office/Office/Home
Windows Office/Home Server enables 
you to easily and more securely access 
your files and personal computers from 
inside and outside of your Office/Home. 
Using a personalized website address, 
you can download and upload files to 
the shared folders on your Office/Home 
server (you will need certain "ports" to be 
open to use these features.)

With Windows Office/Home Server, you 
can connect remotely (say, from a hotel 
room) to the computers in your Office/
Home and access all your files, even run 
applications, just as if you were sitting in 
front of your Office/Home computer (to 
connect to one of your home computers 

via Remote Access, your home computer 
needs to be properly configured and run-
ning):

•	 Windows XP Professional with Ser-
vice Pack 2 (SP2)

•	 Windows XP Media Center Edition 
2005

•	 Windows XP Tablet Edition with SP2
•	 Windows Vista Ultimate, Windows 

Vista Business, or Windows Vista 
Enterprise

Easily add storage space and 
new software capabilities 
Imagine controlling your Office/Home 
security system through Windows Office/
Home Server. Designed with new prod-
ucts and services like Office/Home 
security in mind, Windows Office/Home 
Server will keep growing and getting 
better. Software and hardware developers 
are already working on innovative add-
ins, such as home automation, home enter-
tainment, digital photo frames, energy 
management, and performance enhance-
ments that integrate with Windows Home 
Server. Learn more about add-ins.

Take a look at http://www.microsoft.com/
windows/products/winfamily/window-
shomeserver/default.mspx
for further information.

If you have any comments, suggestions 
or advice contact me at jimdesormeaux@
hotmail.com.
 


